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. 2 ST Protected Areas in the United States
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The Protected Areas Database — U.S. (PAD-US) is the start of a new system for inventorying lands set
aside for their natural , open space uses. Developed by the public-private PAD-US Partnership, this new enterprise will

undertake a major implementation project in 2010-2012 — and we’ll need YOUR help!
more at www.protectedlands.net
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: : : : same time seeks to enhance data on all recreation and other open space resource
* A single database will focus many state and national management, planning, the future, efforts by USGS of U.S. protected areas:
efforts into a highly flexible and technologically g lands. Additional protected areas data will also be considered in the near future — ’ ’
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The Conservation Biology Institute
Protected Areas Database (PAD) — First
published in 1999, the PAD is a national
data inventory that includes conservation
rankings (GAP and IUCN scores). It includes
CONSERVATION most federal and many state lands, but
[ semis BIOLOGY  alsoincludes more local holdings in areas
INSTITUTE  where available, and has been released 4
times. Updates have been conducted as
funding has been available, and have
included extensive efforts to improve

on a program to redesign how we inventory protected areas in the U.S. Financial accuracy of land boundaries. CBI PAD is
now being integrated into PAD-US.
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* Emerging challenges of how to address climate change and improve fiscal and _ _
economic productivity will be better met by this confluence of many unconnected is shown, right.
data gathering efforts into a single system for planning and monitoring. =
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The organizations involved in the PAD-US Partnership include the USGS Gap Program,

the Conservation Biology Institute, the Bureau of Land Management, the U.S. Forest
Service, The Nature Conservancy and others. Over the past year, this group has worked

support has been provided by USGS and the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, with
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coordination by GreenInfo Network and technical assistance from Applied Geographics. The PAD-US PartnerShlp What s Next?

The PAD-US Partnership is the overall policy and coordination organization for the new The first report of the PAD-US Partnership will be released in May 2009. Included will be the
How You Can Help — Improve Our Data Portal . L . . . . . . . . .

protected areas inventory. Initially composed of several federal agencies, national non- rationale and design of the new inventory, along with a more detailed technical explanation.
i 1 s okl STZE Zf\a[z-g; Psc;,r;a/e;;lrvfaicrzssil:t\/ee‘//c\:ﬁae:l a web !oroflt organlz.atlons and state representa’.uves, the Partnership will Ie?d the fuII. From May 2009 to February 2010, work will be undertaken to prepare for the full
R orotected areas data is available. You can help implementation effort of the PAD-US during 2010 and 2012. A Steering Committee implementation of PAD-US. Updates to PAD-US v1 by the Conservation Biology Institute and

by adding or reviewing that information for manages the affairs of the Partnership, while a future Advisory Council will provide other

the USGS Gap Program will also take place, aiming for a version 1.1 release by the end of 2009.
e e your state or agency — simply go to agencies and organizations with a means to contribute their expertise to the effort. A

www.protectedlands.net and choose

“FindData” — then follow registration and login
information. Choose your state/agency and In the late spring of 2009, the Partnership will provide information for those interested in

edit information as appropriate.

During 2010-2012, in a major project, the Partnership expects to work at many levels to
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Technical Advisory Team will enable those with significant GIS background to offer input.

produce a much more complete and robust data inventory. This will include assisting states to

Overview:

participating at any of these levels. improve their data, building the technology infrastructure to manage the data and creating the

e NOTE: thi i mot aecess o actuel GIs data, us integration and quality assurance processes needed.
e Land Notes. _Cument as of 2008. information about available data.

Stay in touch with news and participation opportunities at www.protectedlands.net




